Introduction
Until recently, the known range of Lasiopogon septentrionalis Lehr, 1984 (Diptera: Asilidae) , was confined to eastern Russia. Records ( Fig. 1 ) span a wide range from the Lena River Basin (60°N 115°E) in the west to the Kolyma Basin in the northeast (65°N 155°E) and the Amur Basin in the southeast (50°N 134°E) (Lehr 1984; Cannings, unpubl. data) . This note documents the first record for Europe, a specimen collected in northern Finland, about 4,000 km to the west of the type locality on the Nyuya River in Yakutiya, the most westerly of the Russian records. Later, additional specimens confirmed the presence of a local population of L. septentrionalis in northern Finland. 
Collected specimens and collection sites

Key to the north European Lasiopogon species
The three north European Lasiopogon species can be separated using the following identification key, which is modified from a key to the Lasiopogon species of the eastern Palaearctic (Cannings 2002) . The striking predominance of white setae found in the Finnish specimen has not been used in the key as the amount of variation in this European population is unknown. Lehr, 1984 is a junior synonym of L. hinei (Cannings 2002) . The most westerly known record of this species is in Arkangelskaya Oblast, Russia, approximately 1,000 km east of northern Finland (Cannings 2002) .
The male genitalia of one L. septentrionalis from Finland were dissected. They are identical to those of Russian specimens. However, the Finnish specimens have more white setae in the mystax and on the katatergites than do the eastern ones (see Figs. 3-4) . In fact, the mystax of all Russian specimens is completely dark. This vari-ation is not unexpected, because the colour of setae in some Lasiopogon species is often variable, and in some species with wide ranges there is a cline of setae colour. Such variation occurs also in other asilids, such as Rhadiurgus variablilis, which ranges from Scotland through Siberia and Alaska to Newfoundland. In this case the flies are considerably darker in North America than they are in Europe (Cannings 1993) .
Lasiopogon septentrionalis is morphologically most similar to the Nearctic L. prima Adisoemarto, 1967 and an undescribed species from grassland stream banks in Mongolia (Cannings, unpubl. data; T. McKnight, pers. comm.) . Lasiopogon prima is an Eastern Beringian species that also inhabits the edges of streams. It is distributed in Alaska and northwestern Canada (Yukon south to northern British Columbia, Alberta and Saskatchewan) (Cannings 1997 (Cannings , 2002 . 
